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Greetings from the “end of the world”!

In July 2004 the Nenets received their first book of
the Bible, the Gospel of Luke. In thisissue we focus
on the people and thework of trandlating into Nenets.

L ast spring our Korean colleague, Eunsub, suffered an
accident onasnowmobilewhen out inthetundrain north-
ern Siberiato test thetranglation of Mark’s Gospel in
Nenets. After threeand ahalf monthsin Koreafor medi-
cal treatment sheisnow back in Salekhard, the capital
of Yamalo-Nenetsia. “1 am so pleased to beback,” she
wrote. “Itiswonderful to seewhat ishappening herein
Yamal, which means’ end of theworld’ in Nenets.”

Sherecalled those snowy daysin March when shewent
tothe Bilayarskayatundra. Shehad beenlonging to ex-
perience Nenetslifeinthetundrain order to understand
their culture and language better, and so shewel comed
her friend Tasyd sinvitation to her relatives winter tents.

“Ontheway to Bilayarsk our van had stuck in snow three
times, and | fell off my seat morethan tentimes! While
Tolik and Dima, the pastor and missionary of thelocal
church, were digging snow, | enjoyed ahuge emerald
greenand blueaurorafor thefirgt timeinmy life. It played
likean orchestrainthedark sky.”

Nenets life in wintertime

“I’vetasted quite abit of Nenetswinter life, chopping
trees, cutting icefor drinking water, sawing Nenetstradi-
tional dressand also eating frozen reindeer medt. It was
asofuntorideonareindeer ded...but not onthesnow-
mobile!” sheadded.

Shewaited to test thetrand ation of Mark’s Gospel until
the Nenetsreturned to Bilayarsk from thetundra, since
sherealised how busy life could be out there. “ Thank



God that their feedback was more active, with
suggestions, than last summer.”

How could | live without faith in God?

“Thereweremany things| enjoyed, but it wasthe
peopleinthetundrathat impressed methemost.”
Thetents of Tasyaand her sister, Nadya, were
sdeby sde. “ Thetwofamiliesgathered at night to
listen to the tape, Stories about Jesus.* It was
wonderful to gather on Sunday to have afamily
service, reading our little book, Sories about
Jesus, and singing Nenets Christian songs.”
Nadya's husband had many questions about the
Bible. When Eunsub asked himif hebelieved in
God, hereplied: “How can| livewithout believing
inGod?’

* Sories about Jesus is an illustrated booklet published in
Nenetsby IBT in 2003.

Travelling for hours for a copy of
Soriesabout Jesus

Before Eunsub went to Bilayarsk shehad giventwo cop-
ies with tapes of Sories about Jesus to two women
from Shuchi at the Nenets churchin Salekhard. When
they returned homethey gatheredtheir neighboursto play
the tape and read the book together. “When Tasya's
younger sister, Masha, heard that | was coming to
Bilayarsk, shecamefromthetundra, ridingonarein-
deer dedfor severd hours, to get the book with thetape

The Nenets have snow up to 260 days a year

We are listening to Stories about Jesus!

of Soriesabout Jesus. When she saw me, she hugged
me and jumped with excitement! She bought atapere-
corder that day and returned back to the tundra happy
and satisfied.”

Luke's Gospel published in Nenets at |ast!

After along wait Luke s Gospel hasfinally been pub-
lishedin Nenets. For the Nenets peoplethisisthelr first
book of the Bible. “Wethank God for the book, beauti-
fully printed with mapsand glossariesat the back. It will
beagreat help for the Nenets, both thoselivinginthe
tundraand thoseinthevillages.”

The publication of Luke's
Gospel hasbeenafreshinspi-
rationto our trandator, Anna,
who hasbeenfinding it tough
going. Sheisnow prepared to
continue work on Mark’s
Gogpdl. Pleasepray for physi-
ca healthand spiritual protec-
tion as she and Eunsub con-
tinueto work together.



Facts about the Nenets

Population: 40,000 approximately

Language  Nenets
Languagegroup:
Samoyed
Location: Northwest Sberia, Yama o-Nenetsain

Tyumenregion, capital Salekhard; and
Nenetsain Arkhangel sk region, capital
Naryan-Mar; alsothe KolaPeninsula
Orthodox Chrigtianity, with astrong ani-
mistinfluence; agrowing number of evan-
gelica Chrigians.

Extractsfrom Luke' sGospel (1995)
Soriesabout Jesus booklet and audio
cassette (2003)

Luke' sGospel (2004)
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Bible

“ Real people”

Theword“Nenets’ means*“real person”. The Nenets
arethe most numerous of the Samoyed ethnic groups.
They liveintheArctic region in northeast Europe and
northwest Siberia, fromthe Kanin Peninsulaonthe White
SeatotheYenisal Deta They dsoinhabit the KolaPen-
insulaand islandsin theArctic Ocean. Their environ-
ment in the permafrost zone consists of tundraand for-
est, numerousriversand vast marshy areas. Theclimate
Issevere, with snow for up to 260 daysayear and tem-
peratures below minus 50 degreesin winter.

Many live as nomads

TheNenets main meansof support isreindeer herding.
Many still liveasnomads. Sincetimeimmemoria the
nomadiclifeof the Nenetshasbeentiedtothereindeer’s

Children in the tundra learn to read Nenets from the outset

“Rock-a-bye, baby...”

need for pasture and they have adapted to lifein the
tundra. Thereindeer provide the Nenetswith meat for
food and hidesfor clothing and tents. Hunting and fishing
are other meansof support. In morerecent times pollu-
tionfromthe chemical and oil industrieshave greatly
damaged theNenets environment. Alcoholismiswide-
Spread.

Many different words for snow

TheNenetslanguageisclosdly related to Nganasan and
Enets. Sincethe populationisso scattered therearea
great many didects. Thelanguageisespecidly richwhen
It comesto nature and weather conditions: for example,
thereare many different wordsfor snow. The same ap-
pliestoreindeer herding, hunting and fishing.

Several groups of Nenets Christians

Chrigtianity reached the Nenetsinthe 19"
century via the Russian Orthodox
Church’s missionaries, and there were
mass baptisms. But the Nenetstill cling
tomany pre-Christiantraditionsand cus-
toms. There are now several groups of
Nenets Christianswho areusing the pub-
lished bibletextsintheir servicesand |ook-
ingforwardtorecavingthear first New Tes-
tament.



Translation work continues

The trand ation of the New Testament into Nenetsin
cooperationwithWycliffe/SIL gained pacein 2001 when
three exegetical checkersmoved totheregion. In addi-
tion, theteam comprisesatrandator, atrandation con-
sultant and acoordinator. In contrast to L uke’'s Gospel

whichwastrandated by aNenetslinguistin St Peters-
burg, Mark’sGospd isbeing trand ated by Nenetspeople
livingtheir traditional lifeonthe spot and by text check-
erswho havelearned thelanguage. Thisguaranteesa
better understanding of thetext, but so far thework has
made slow progress. A matter for prayer isto find one
moretrandator for theteam.

~
IBT publications June-September 2004
Luke'sGospel in Nenets 2,650
Jesus, Friend of Childrenin Russian (reprint) 40,150
New Testament in Ossetic 5,000
John’'s Gospdl, the L etters of John and Revelationin Khakass 3,000
J
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